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Advent begins Sunday, November 29 thru December 24 

Powerful Advent Prayers For Hope, Peace, Joy and Love 
Resource from BibleStudyTools.com 

 
The term 'Advent' originates from Latin and means 

"coming;" as its purpose is to look forward to the 

coming of Christ to Earth. Advent spans the four 

Sundays before Christmas Day. It has been a sea-

son that centers upon waiting gracefully for the gift of 

Jesus' . Therefore, "Advent means something new is 

coming. The dawn of a new and better era. This is 

really what the Christmas season is all about, isn’t it? 

It’s the celebration of the ADVENT of a new era. God 

broke into time and space and entered our 

world" (Daniel Darling, “What Advent Is and Why We Should 

Celebrate”).  In prayer, we can access God's world and 

ask Him to ready our hearts the way He prepared all of history to receive the gift of His Son. Not 

only is Advent a precious time to rest and find peace, it is a time to repent and remember the gift of 

salvation. Ask the Father to use this time during Advent to leave behind the distress and to fill your 

life with hope, peace, joy, and love. We've assembled these Advent prayers from throughout our 

archives to help you ensure there's "room at the inn" of your heart this year! 

 

 

A Prayer to Prepare Our Heart for Christ’s Coming 
 

Father, just as You sent John the Baptist to prepare the way for Jesus, help me to clear the path in 

my heart, too. Show me the distractions in my life that block me from all-out worship of You this Ad-

vent. Lord, I await Your coming! As I celebrate the first Advent––the first coming––I look toward the 

day where I will see You face to face. I imagine what it will be like. Give me a heart, Lord, that 

looks for Your coming on a daily basis. Help me to live my life where I'm constantly seeking Your 

presence. My offering to You today is my righteous life for I know I am only clean because of Je-

sus. Show me today how I need to be refined, purified, forgiven. Give me the strength to ask for 

forgiveness and to then change my ways.—~(Sarah Martin, from “The Awe & Wonder of Advent: Day 18”) 

 

https://www.christianity.com/christian-life/christmas/what-is-advent.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/blogs/daniel-darling/what-advent-is-and-why-we-should-celebrate.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/blogs/daniel-darling/what-advent-is-and-why-we-should-celebrate.html
https://www.christianity.com/church/denominations/the-most-well-known-protestant-denomination-10-things-everyone-should-know-about-baptists.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/blogs/sarah-martin/advent-2013-awe-and-wonder-day-18.html


 

Rosebush United Methodist Church, 3805 School Road, P.O. Box 187, Rosebush, Michigan 48878 
Email:  rosebushumc@gmail.com * Web: www.rosebushumc.com * www.toughquestionsforgod.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
An Advent Prayer for The Lord to Come 
 

This Advent, Lord, come to the manger of my heart. 

Fill me with Your presence from the very start. 

As I prepare for the holidays and gifts to be given, 

Remind me of the gift You gave when You sent Your Son from Heaven. 

The first Christmas gift, it was the greatest gift ever. 

You came as a baby born in a manger. 

Wrapped like the gifts I find under my tree, 

Waiting to be opened, to reveal Your love to me. 

Restore to me the wonder that came with Jesus' birth, 

When He left the riches of Heaven and wrapped Himself in rags of earth. 

Immanuel, God with us, Your presence came that night. 

And angels announced, "Into your darkness, God brings His Light." 

"Do not be afraid," they said, to shepherds in the field. 

Speak to my heart today, Lord, and help me to yield. 

Make me like those shepherd boys, obedient to Your call. 

Setting distractions and worries aside, to You I surrender them all. 

Surround me with Your presence, Lord, I long to hear Your voice. 

Clear my mind of countless concerns and all the holiday noise. 

Slow me down this Christmas, let me not be in a rush. 

In the midst of parties and planning, I want to feel Your hush. 

This Christmas, Jesus, come to the manger of my heart. 

Invade my soul like Bethlehem, bringing peace to every part. 

Dwell within and around me, as I unwrap Your presence each day. 

Keep me close to You, Lord. It's in Your wonderful Name I pray. 

(~Renee Swope, “The Manger of My Heart” from Proverbs 31 Ministries) 

https://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/encouragement/encouragement-for-today-december-14-2011.html
http://proverbs31.org/
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Advent Week 1 - A Prayer for Hope 
Father God, every word in scripture points to the gift of hope 

that we have because of Christ Jesus. The Christmas story 

wasn’t the beginning of that message of hope because the 

old testament is full of glimpses of your plan to redeem your 

people and restore them into a relationship with you, but we 

are able to truly begin to see and understand just how great 

your love for us is when we read the story of Jesus’ birth in 

scripture. Help us to see that you are with us. Nothing is too 

difficult, too messy, or too dirty for you. Jesus came to give 

us the gift of eternal life through the salvation that only you, 

our Heavenly Father, can give when we believe on your Son, 

repent of our sins, and confess Jesus as our Lord and     

Savior.  That first Christmas, you gave us the gift of hope 

wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger. Thank 

you, Father, for your immeasurable gift. In Jesus’ precious name, we pray. Amen. (Hope Bollinger) 

Advent Week 2 - A Prayer for Peace 
Lord, in a season when every heart should be happy and 

light, many of us are struggling with the heaviness of life—

burdens that steal the joy right out of our stockings. Tragedy 

arrives as innocent victims suffer, and an inner voice whis-

pers, “Be afraid!” We need your peace, Jesus. We confess 

that our hearts are too often filled with wonder of a different 

kind: wondering when the bills will be paid, when the terror 

will stop, when rest will come. Will it ever? Is the message 

still true? In a world where worry, not peace, prevails, stir up 

that good news again. This Advent, make it real in our 

hearts. Never have we needed Your joy and peace more 

than now. Thank You for the gift of Jesus, our Immanuel, the Word made flesh. We not only need Your 

peace and joy; Lord, we crave it. You’ve promised rest for the weary, victory for the battle-scarred, peace 

for the anxious, and acceptance for the broken hearted—not just at Advent, but every day of every year. 

Your name is still called “Wonderful,” “Counselor,” “The Mighty God,” “The Everlasting Father,” and “The 

Prince of Peace.” We know that peace on earth can only come when hearts find peace with You. You are 

still our Joy. You are still our Peace. You are no longer a babe in the manger. You are Lord of lords and 

King of kings. And we still celebrate You as Lord—this Christmas and always. (~Edited from Rebecca Bar-

low Jordan's “A Prayer for Peace & Joy at Christmas” ) 

https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/what-is-salvation-also-why-it-s-needed-and-how-to-get-it.html
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/what-is-the-candle-of-hope-for-advent-week-1.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/a-prayer-for-peace-and-joy-at-christmas.html
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Advent Week 3 - A Prayer for Joy 
This third week of Advent, let us remember that the good news of 

Jesus’ birth has the power to bring us great joy this Christmas sea-

son. Our joy isn’t dependent on what is going on in our life, in our 

world, or the people that we are with. It doesn’t depend on the gifts 

we give or the gifts we find under the tree. No earthly thing can ever 

give us complete joy. Our joy comes from you. That joy that flooded 

the hearts of the shepherds, the angels, the wise men, the hosts of 

heaven, and Mary and Joseph is the joy that still has the power to 

overwhelm our hearts with rejoicing.  

Father, you offer that same joy to us now if we know you and recog-

nize Jesus as our Savior and Lord. You gave us a reason to cele-

brate when you gave us the unspeakable gift of Jesus Christ. You came to dwell among us. You went 

to Calvary’s cross for us. You overcame death and rose from the dead for us. You forgive our sins and 

give us eternal life when we believe in you.  

Our joy doesn’t come from our jobs, our family, our relationships, our finances, or our success. Our joy 

doesn’t come from what we have on earth or who we are with. Our joy is a gift. It is the gift that you 

gave us that first Christmas in Jesus Christ. Our joy is encompassed in our Savior, King Jesus. Flood 

our heart with joy this Advent season as we reflect on the good news of Jesus’ birth. In Jesus’ precious 

name we pray. Amen. (Hope Bollinger) 

 

Advent Week 4 - A Prayer for Love 
Heavenly Father, the whole meaning of Christmas can be explained 

in one little four-letter word…LOVE. You sent your gift of pure love to 

us that first Christmas. Love descended from heaven to be born of a 

virgin. Love lay in the scratchy hay of a manger in a meager barn in 

Bethlehem. All of your love, God, was robed in the delicate skin of a 

baby and wrapped in swaddling clothes. This final week of Advent 

helps us to reflect on the magnitude of love that was made manifest 

in Jesus. 

The greatest gift of all came that first Christmas. It wasn’t wrapped in 

a beautiful package and set under a decorated tree. The greatest gift came wrapped in the flesh of baby 

Jesus and laid in the rough wood of a manger. Our perfect gift would later be rewrapped in the scars of our 

sin and nailed to the rugged wood of a cross on Calvary, all because of love. 

Father, this final week of Advent, fill our hearts and minds with the significance of that truth. Thank you, 

Lord, for loving us enough to send Jesus. In Jesus’ precious name we pray. Amen. (Hope Bollinger) 

https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/what-is-the-candle-of-joy-for-advent-week-3.html
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/what-is-the-candle-of-love-and-the-christ-candle-for-advent-week-4.html
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 An Advent Prayer of Gratitude for 
the Birth of Jesus 
Father God, we thank You and praise You today for the miracle of 

Your Son's birth. Thank You for bringing great JOY to the whole 

world! Thank You for giving us the assurance that because You 

came to us in the form of a human, we who believe in Jesus can 

know with absolute certainty that we'll spend eternity with You. We 

thank You, Lord, for the many reasons we have been given a merry 

Christmas. And we rejoice for each blessing. New life. New love. A 

home. A job. New opportunities. Second chances. And more. We 

know, Lord, that You bring the sun and the moon and set the stars 

in motion. You tell the ocean where to stop and the snow when to 

start. And we thank You for the mighty gift of Your creation. Thank 

You, Father, for spiritual leaders and faith-filled friends who keep 

encouraging us when we are close to giving up. And although we have many reasons to rejoice today, Lord, 

we also know December 25th can be not-so-merry for a whole host of reasons. We pray for those who are 

experiencing loss during Advent: relational, financial, spiritual and physical. We pray for those who are cop-

ing with loving a prodigal and our friends and family members whose hearts are far from You. We pray for 

those dealing with unemployment and addictions and chronic sickness... and unending pain and frustrations 

of all kinds. Thank You, Lord, that You are The Wonderful Counselor and Prince of Peace, even in the midst 

of our not-so-merry circumstances. Finally, Lord, we ask You to grant us peace. Peace in our homes, peace 

in our churches, and peace in our hearts, when the world all around us spins out-of-control. Help us to stay 

focused on You, this Advent season and always. Thank You for loving the whole world enough to send the 

greatest gift, Your Son, so that we might truly have a very merry Christmas. In Jesus' Name, Amen. (~Steph 

Raquel, from “A Christmas Prayer for the Merry… and Not-So-Merry , Prov. 31 Ministries ) 

An Advent Prayer for Comparison During Advent 
Lord, help us stop comparing our Advent season to any other family because we know you have ordained 

us for this family, at this table, and you have “good works prepared in advance for us to do” that are specific 

for us. We find meaning and joy in whatever life looks like because we trust Jesus for our lives. Even more, 

when we’re seated with Christ, we worship you and take our eyes off ourselves. Because we’re experienc-

ing intimacy with Jesus, loneliness and disconnection fade and allow us to focus on blessing others. We can 

stop obsessing over ourselves and consider how we might serve and love best. When we ’re seated with 

Christ during Advent, we realize that you have sovereignly placed us right where we are for a reason this 

holiday season, and we can trust that you know what you’re doing. Finally, when we’re seated with Christ, 

we can reiterate to our heart that at all times, your peace, power, hope, and love are available to us in end-

less supply. As we take our seat with Jesus, we pray our holiday tables shimmer with your glory and that 

any joy and hope we’ve lost returns. May we overflow with spiritual gifts as we sit with you, Jesus. 

(~Edited from Heather Holleman's “The Greatest Seat at the Holiday Table ) 

  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-stories/birth-of-jesus.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/topical-verses/bible-verses-for-faith-in-hard-times/
https://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/christmas-devotionals/christmas-devotional-december-25-2014.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/the-greatest-seat-at-the-holiday-table.html
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
Rosebush United Methodist Church 
3805 School Road, P.O. Box 187 
Rosebush, MI 48878 
 
Phone: 989-433-2957 
Email: rosebushumc@gmail.com 
Web: www.rosebushumc.com  

A SPECIAL ADVENT MAILING FOR YOU! 

At the intersection of Faith & Life 

mailto:rosebushumc@gmail.com
http://www.rosebushumc.com

